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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* E following Diſcon r/e- was not compoſed with a 
* view to it's publication. The ve queſt of a number, 
in wwboſe audienty it was delivered} at the firſt pariſh in 
RoxBusy, if the Author's only apology for Jubmitting it 
to the public. To thoſe whe have requeſies the publica- 
lion of it, he would mention, that Jome obſervations were 
made, at the time of delivery, which had not been com- 

mitted to writing ; for which they will note depend on 
the ſpeaker's memory. He hath endeavoured to preſerve | 
the ideas and expreſſions as far as be could; and hopes 
they will find no _unpleaſing change in eilber. He des 
not feel himſelf at liberty to make any material Witerations. 
He ſubmits it to their and the publics candid peruſal. If 
it ſhould aſſt any to form worthy and conſiflent ideas of 
the Drvins CHARACTER, and induce them to yield o 
the endearments of that Love, which was the Habecs of 
it ; that in Heaven 22 ma- be 8 29 objects. of 4 4s 
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\ROM A 5 of the Ager per- 
fections, ani character of God, ariſe the moſt 
fcoliſh and dangerous errors in faith and prac- 
tice. The religion of mankind” generally comports 
with, their notions of the object of their worſhip. 


A prophet pextinently obſerves, that c all Paps Will 


walk. every one in the name of his God. ones 


It the falſe notions ſome entertain of tlie de 
Jehovah be indicative of the peculiar turn and tem- 
per of their mind, which many: would not controvert, 


it will likewiſe be found, they determine the gene- 


ral complexion of their religious ſentiments, *cheriſh 
2 wrong ee en. to eee, 


os actions. 48 . > ZY 4 % 155 Tk, 


"_ „wg men concetihe e of 7000 is 7 
repreſented by the caprie ious conduct of lawleſs ty- 


ran according to which the ideas of ſome appear 


0 RWA to 


8 
' 
* 
* 

1 
- 
F 
$ 
. 
. 


. 


TEES. — 


- + 8 
> 3 


TT end 


iy 


* n of Deity. This being an- ob- 
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be Forts; they vill be found, erer e 
poſſeſs both a ſervile and tyrannie diſpoſition. 


If they doubt of the truth and faithfulneſs of God, 
Ss or imagine he hath declared and commanded one 


thing in his word, when he abſolutely and even infiu- 
entially wills the contrary,” may it not be expected 


they can act a double part without remorſe ? 


If they ſuppoſe that Deity is fired with vindictive 


wrath, and delighted with the miſery of his creatures, 


ſhall we diſcover in them any true benevolence? 
Can we expect to diſcover in them a more ami- 
able and lovely diſpoſition than they aſcribe to the 
object of their worſhip? Will they not * walk in 
the name of their God? Let ſcripture and expe- 
rience decide. But if, on the other hand, they be- 
lieve God is fine} ſhall. we not diſcover ſomething of 
the ſame divine temper ? A little attention will 
convince us, that the temper and actions of our fel- 
low - creatures do, more or leſs, correſpond- ht the 


ideas they entertain of the Supreme Being. 


Hence it appears ike of great nee i 


8 Luba the moſt worthy and conſiſtent notions of God. 
He is the only proper object of our worſhip: and 


ought to be viewed, contemplated, admired. and 
loved, as the great ſtandard of all perfection. 


The higheſt perfection of- ſaints on earthꝶ r in 
glory, conſiſts in the neareſt poſſible conformity to 


I ervation 


s 3 | 
c 7 7. 8 


ſervation ſounded in truth, it is; evidently; of vai . 


importance to the moral character of man, to have 


pure, juſt, and honorable ideas of the divine per- 
fectiona. The text, duly conſidered, may ſerve to 


correct the notions ſome entertain of the Deity, and 
give to all a juſt view of an n hep of ki 
character. 7" fr 1 
God 18 10 . This worm df expreſſion Kierbty 
impreſſes the mind with the pleaſing idea, that lo 
is an eſſential attribute of Deity. Power, wiſdom, 
juſtice, holineſs, and love, are equally eſſential to 


him; and they harmonize in every deſign, in all his 


works. Take away theſe effential attributes, and it 


will deſtroy in idea, the very being of a God. © For 
inſtance ; deny either power of wiſdom to be eſſen- 
tial to the divine nature, and we at once deſtroy all 
ideas of a God. For it is impoſſible to conceive of 
a Creator and univerſal Governor of the world, with- 
St. John, whoſe words are echoed by every warbling | 


out including power and wiſdom in the idea. 


bird; and trom every part of creation, as fully aſcribes 
love to God, as an eſſential perfection of his nature, 


as any other mamcan do either power or Wiſdom.” 
Love, then, if we can truſt the authority of inſpira- 
tion, the voice of reaſon, and the language of expe- 


0 rience, is as much an eſſential attribute of Deity as 
either power or wiſdom. And is it not as certainly 


and as conſtantly exerciſed 1 in all the devine opera- 
1 1 | | tions 5 


* 


* ns — — 


"4% wiſdom by folly, his juſtice by unrighteouſneſs, ur 
Nen 5 | # 
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* as che other; and in perfect . wid 
3 perfection of his nature 

Goodneſs and grace are aſcribed to God in almoſt 
hay page of the ſacred writings ; and are legibly 
written in the whole volume of nature.” But what is 
goodneſs, or grace, in operation, but the exerciſe of 
love toward their objects? This, perhaps, is a proper 
definition of both. Infinity belongs as much to the 
love as to the power and wiſdom of God. We can- 
not conceive, or admit, that either is limited by its 
oppoſite imperfection. Power, wiſdom, and love 
infinite, do not conſiſt with weakneſs, folly, and 
| hatred. Suppoſe the latter, and we muſt give up 
the infinity of the former. Neither does the har- 
mony of the divine perfections reduce either of them 
below the ſcale of infinity. The power of God is 
not leſs infinite becauſe the exerciſe of it is directed 
by wiſdom, goodneſs, and love; nor is his love leſs 
perfect becauſe” it harmonizes with his juſtice and 
holineſs, which can never admit ſin to be an object 
of it. Such is the harmony ohe divine perfections, 
that we may conſider. even the juſtice of God to be 
an impbrtant and awful branch M his goodneſs. 
They are not in oppoſition — but 
harmonize in the ſame grand deſigg. + 

The eſſential love of God can no more — 
a hatred, than his power can be by:weakneſs, his 
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L 9 1 | 
| RO holineſs by fin. Let this be fixed inthe mind, 
as a certain maxim, which may be admitted with 
great ſafety, and we ſhall at once renounce. every 
ſcheme of religion, which repreſents the Divine Be- 
ing as hateful towards his creatures. And the more ; 
clear and conſiſtent ideas we have of perfect love, 
exerciſed in harmony with perfect juſtice and hoff 
neſs, the more pure and worthy will be our . 
henſions, or notions, of Gd. . 
But of the attribute of love, as well as of every 
other divine perfection, we muſt form our idea ac- 
cording to our common notions of love, and its ap- 
parent effects. We have no other way to form an | 
idea of the juſtice of God but by our common ſenſe; 
or notions, of juſtice. And we manifeſtly diſnonor | 
him in our own view, if we aſcribe any thing to him, 
which evidently militates againſt our common and 
Cleareſt ideas of juſtice. Nor does it help the mat» | 
ter in the leaſt, to ſay, it is juſt in God to do whats - * 9 f 
ſoever he pleaſes, if we ſay, he pleaſes to do that We. 
which is in itſelf unjdſt: While we aſcribe that to Pe ul 
God, which is abſolutely unjuſt, according to our 
meaſure and reogived rules of juſtice, it is inpoſſible | 
that we ſhould contemplate him as a perfect charac- 
ter, or feel that reverence, which is due to an infi- 
nitely juſt, holy, and good Being. Much the ſame 
may be faid of his love. It can never be contami- 
med by hatred: and, therefore, nothing ſhould bd \@* 
Sas; B 8 0 aſcribed 
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Aleribed to him, which, if admitted to form a trait q 
in his character, will fix in the human mind an idea 
of ſuch an im perfection. 0 
Love is a bright, tranſcendent, operative exodus 
Sel the divine nature. The glory of this perfec- 
tion hath been ſtrikingly diſplayed in and by its own 
operations. - From its effects weare, in a great mea- 
ſure, to learn what it is, as an operative principle, 
or perfection, of the divine nature. As ſuch it may, 
perhaps, be thus defined: A diſpoſition, inclination, 
or native propenſity, to acts of goodneſs, which ſhalt 
incteaſe the quantum of happineſs in the univerſe ; 
and a OREN in the ts ry of ps in 
general. 
* The dene of bay is the effec of his An 
and conſiſts in univerſal good will to his creatures, 
Human love is excited by the apprehenſion of ſome 
| excellency in the object of it, or of ſome ſuitableneſs . 
% init topromote our own happineſs. Bur the love 
# of God is, if I may ſo ſpeak, a native impulſive prin- 
ciple, inclining him to giye/$degree of excellency 
and happineſs to all his creatures; and is always eu- 
erciſed towards them, ſo far as is conſiſtent with his 
wiſdom, juſtice, and holineſs. He does not derive 
happineſs from them; but it is his nature, and one 
of the eſſential excellencies of it, to communicate it 
to them. This eternal principle moved him, at 


fiurſt, to create various orders of being, and to capaci- 
l! * 75 


* 
N , 


E 

tate them for different degrees of happineſs; and 
hath been, to the preſent day, evidenced by innume- 
rable acts of goodneſs. Though it ſhould be urged 


that his own glory is the primary and ultimate ob- 


ject of God, in all his works, it will not prove that 
love hath not guided his determinations, and direct- 
ed him in all his mighty operations. For, by th 
he hath ſecured his own'glory, and 1 
to behold, admire, and celebrate it. If ve contem- 
Plate the works of nature and providence, we ſhalt 
find this + inſcription; on the whole creation: GOD 
IS LOVE. All nature evidences the divine benig- 
nity, and impreſſes on the mind of the rational « ob- 
ſerver the truth of the text. 9 A 
ITbe moſt ample het h hath been made for the 


happineſs of God's creatures, according to their rank 


and capacity. His providence. protects, and his 
bounty 8 them. Man, of all creatures, hath 
the leaſt reaſon. to, ſuſpect, the leaſt right to com- 
plain, that God is not eſſentially love. For he holds 
a ſuperior. rank in then ſcale of being, was at firſt 
diſtinguiſhed from other creatures by higher powers 
and privileges, and by the means of more noble, re- 
fined, and laſting pleaſure and happineſs; and hath, 


ſince his apoſtaſy, been the ſubject of redeeming 
grace, or the object of that love, which ſhines with 
tranſcendent glory in the economy of redemption. 
This work, which: is the wonder of angels, is a deci- 
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f nt 


- Ir 
five proof, that God hath no delight in the miſery of 


his creatures, though the juſt conſequence of their 


own folly and diſobedience. His juſtice and holi- 
neſs, which are but lines drawn from this common 

centre, love to order, purity, rectitude, and happi- 
neſs, prevent his approbation of ſin, and require the 
niſnment of the impenitent ſinner, according to 
nature of his offence. But the exerciſe and diſ- 


cb 
play of theſe perfections, juſtice and holineſa, can 
never prove that hatred to any creature is an ingre- 


Nor is ſuch an unworthy, thought to be collected 
from the divine adminiſtration, or che en in- 
ſpiration, without great miſconſtruction. yur} 


"The higheſt inſtance of God's love, and che! moſt 


ſurprizing effects of it, ate diſcovered in the economy 


of man's "redemption, in ſending his Son Jeavs 
Cnxigr into the world, to die for finmers. ' The 


whole hiſtory of redemption treats of the exerciſes of 
divine love towards lapſed guilty man. But it wilt 
never be pretended that there was any moral ex- 
cellency in lapſed man, to excite the love of God, or 
to render him a worthy and meritorious object of it. 

The originating and moving cauſe of all the goodneſs 
and grace, manifeſted in the ſcheme of redemption, 
was and is eſſentially in God; Love was the ſpring 
and principle, from which the gracious overtures of 
peace took their riſe. As demenſtrated to our fallen 
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; e 
+ kace by the miſſion, mediation; and ſufferings, of 
CuzrsT, it is incomparable and incomprehenſible. 
This eſſential perfection of Deity, as well as his pow... 
eee eee 
ments of praiſe, . 
hy en his power _ wiſdom as dl 0 
world os — and a n mk 1 
of various forms. To make à greater exhibition of 
his grandeur and glory, he created heaven ſor the 
miniſtering ſpirits before his throne. And, whe 
man had fallen by difobedience, to make a briphtet 
and more illuſtrious manifeſtation" of his love, which 
is an equally eſſential perfection of his nature, he 
contrived and accompliſhed the redemption of ſin- 
ners by the mediation of his beloved Son! This 
work, which requires angelic powers fully to cele- 
brate the glory of ir, is the effect of his eſſential love. 
The plan of it is the reſult of his infinite wiſdom. 
His juſtice and holineſs, harmonizing with his love, 
and not mere caprice, as the language of ſome im- 
plies, determine who are to be the final and everlaſt- 
ing ſubjects of redeeming grace. None of the hu- 
man race will be finally excluded, but thoſe whom 
juſtice and holineſs muſt exclude, becauſe they are 
unqualified ſubjects. If the objects are perfectly 
equal, as all are by nature, in a moral view, that love, 
which gave birth to the plan of redemption, will 


4 


. 
make no diſtinction, in the final iſſue, between vn 
and another. If it ſhould, the principle is not uni- 
form in its operation. But allowing the juſtice and 
holineſs of God to make the diſtinction between ont 
and another, at the day of general retribution; it will 
no more limit the exerciſes of his love, than wiſdom 
and goodneſs limit the exerciſes of his power. The 
future condemnation and puniſhment of the impeni- 
tent finner are no proof that God is not eſſentially 
love, any more than his not exerting his power in a 
given caſe, which -wiſdom ſees to be unfit, proves 
that power is not effential to him. Should God, re- 
gardleſs of the harmony of his own perfections, de- 
light only in exerciſing his infinite power, how ſoon 
might this, and the unnumbered worlds ſcattered 
through the whole immenſity of ſpace; be thrown 
from their. centre, and reduced to a chaos 1 But 
wiſdom and goodneſs guide the operations of his 
power, to preſerve the order, the beauty, the har- 
mony, the utility, of the whole! In like manner, 
we reaſonably conclude, juſtice and holineſs deter- 
mine and guide the exerciſes of his infinite love. It 
is eaſy to ſee, on this principle, that his Aove is di- 
rected by juſtice and holineſs, juſt as hi men 
ſovereignty, is by wiſdom and goodneſs. $14 
Sinners of the human race have been the check 
of the divine love. Moved by this eſſential princi- 
ple in his nature, God hath contrived a way for their 

redemption 


| + | 
.xedemption-and complete reſtoration to holineſs and 
happineſs... And, unleſs we ſuppoſe infinite love to 
be partial in its operation towards objects, who, by 
nature, or in conſequence of their relation to ſinful 
Adam, are in a ſtate of perfect moral equality, (which 


would be a very inconſiſtent notion of it} we muſt 


allow that this way of ſalvation is equally open to 
all. Not that it is equally known by all ; but chat 
all may be ſaved through the mediation of CuRISsT, 
if they believe and obey according to the light and 
advantages of the diſpenſation under which provi- 
dence places them. Do we not manifeſtly derogate 
from the character of Deity, when we intimate that 
his natural and moral perfections are not infinite and 
uniform, free from all partiality, or defect, in their 
operations? To ſuppoſe power is limited by weak - 
neſs, wiſdom by folly, or love by hatred, is very ab- 
furd, and diminiſhes the glory of the divine charac- 
ter. Each of theſe perfections is equally: free from 
its oppoſite imperfection. Their harmony with other 
perfections gives no room for their oppoſites. Let 
this be admitted with reſpect to the attribute of love, 
and we ſhall not entertain ſuch ideas of God, as the 
language of many ſeems to convey. Impreſſed with 
this truth we ſhall never aſcribe any thing to him, 
which has the appearance of moral a or of hatred 
to any of his creatures. 

2 miſery, of his creatures, 1 N 

2 to 


t 3 


mcefatily, or inevitably, involve them in it, hath too 


much the appearance of hatred, or malevolence, for 


me to affirm of that God, who is eſſentially love. 


Nor can the idea be reconciled with the generally #4 
acknowledged benevolence of Deity, Love and 


hatred have no affinity. They are in direct oppo- 


ſition the one to the other, and pfoduce different 


effects. 

{lqwetovantbons e n eee ee 
other, when both are in a ſtate of the moſt perfect 
moral equality, as all men muſt have been when view 
ed ſeminally in Adam, and as they now are by na- 
ture, be ſaid to be exerciſed by the Deity, will it not 
give us very confuſed and inconſiſtent notions of his 
perfections? Can we reconcile ſuch a thought with 
any principle in reaſon, with our common ideas of 
juſtice, or with true benevolence ? The fame prin- 
ciple, under preciſely the ſame circumſtances, will be 
always uniform in it's operation. Admitting love 
to be an eſſential perfection of Deity, as che ſeriptures 


clearſ affirm, and as the general voice of nature 


loudly proclaims, every creature will be a happy ob. 
ject of it, who is not denied the privilege by his juſ- 
tice and holineſs.” Theſe attributes, harmonizing 
with every other perfection, direct the exerciſes" of 


infinite love, and determine who are the fit objects 
of it. The 


* 


eine i inch a fend n to chain them down, by 
an eternal decree, to a courſe of actions, which ſhalt 


E: af 
The ſubject, thus handled, naturally leads our 
thoughts into the following train of inferences; | 


9 \# 
* * Lo 


That God created man, to be happy in the 
* of his Maker, and in the enjoyment of all thoſe 
privileges and bleſſings, which were ſuited to his 
rank in the great ſcale of being, and which flow 
from the divine benignity. This appears to have 
been the original deſign of the Creator, and the real 
ſtate of man in innocency. From the Moſaic hiſ- 
tory of the creation, it is evident that man was an 
object of the divine love, and poſſeſſed power and 
means to continue in that ſtate, and ſecure his own 
happineſs. 3 5 . 


To ſay that God abſolutely willed the Er ADR of 
his: creature man, and rendered it utterly unavoidable, 
by a certain combination of cauſes, or circumſtances, 
is not much to the honor of the attribute of love; 
nor very conformable to our general ideas of juſtice. 
Common ſenſe ſpeaks a different language, and 
ſcripture” exhibits a different view of the matter. 
The perfections of Deity forbid the idea, or 7.5 to 


the * oppoſite ſentiment. bd >» | 


1 God be eſlentially e hi full 10 b 
miſery of man could not be events, which he abſo- 
lutely willed, decreed, and brought about by a cauſal 
influence. For theſe are taully inzonſiſiers. with a 
wan a6 . eee Sy. native 
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E 6 1 
native diſpoſition and propenſity to promote uni ver- 
ſal happineſs. To ſuppoſe the diſobedience and 
conſequent miſery of man to be the natural and ne- 


ceſſary effects of a decree and cauſal influence of 
Deity, is to entertain a ſtrange idea of his love; and 


of his Juſtice too, if it be further ſuppoſed that the 


creature is puniſhed for doing the will of his Creator, 
or not reſiſting an irreſiſtible influence. 


The love, goodneſs, and benevolence of God, 
reaſon teaches us, would diſpoſe him to make man 
capable of happineſs, and to give him power and 
means to ſecure it. That he did this, Moſes repre- 


ſents to be a fact. It is no derogation from the love, 


or any other attribute of Deity, to admit that he 
made creatures capable of plunging themſelves into 
a ſtate of miſery, by diſobedience to the law of their 
Creator; inaſmuch as they were equally capable of 
CG it, and were cautioned nw it. 


But to — the Creator placed man, at firſt, in ? 


| ſuch circumſtances, or, when he was made, exerted 
| ſuch an influence on him, with deſign that his fin 


and conſequent miſery ſhould be abſolutely unavoid- 
able, conveys the idea of. hatred" and malevolence, 
rather than of love and good will; and is, in my 


view, charging God fooliſhly. Nor is it much to the 
gory of the attribute of love, when we carty our 


views 


1 

views to the poſterity of Adam, to ſuppoſe it equal- 
ly delights in the neceſſary happineſs of ſome, and in 
the unavoidable miſery of others, who. are in a ſtate 
of moral equality. If this be the caſe, does it not 

| Auen, that this perfection of Deity is not uniform 
1 exerciſe rowards objects of preciſely the ſame 
; character! ? Will love make ſuch A diftindhion, 
where there is, in reality, no difference! ? ane: 


8 


The eternal reprobation of a part of mankind, 
without any regard to what they ſhould. do, or not 
do, in_time, ſeems not very well to comport with 
* our apoſtle ſays of God. Thoſe who directly, 

or by fair and undeniable implication, ſay much of 
the reprobating wrath of Deity, in ſuch a ſenſe of it, 
muſt have forgotten that he is eſſentially love; or 
: ur muſt ſuppoſe love is to be qualified by ſome- 
| | thing very much like hatred, and perfected by that 
which is oppoſed to it. The doctrine of reproba- 
tion, as ſtated by ſome, and naturally inferred from 
the ſentiments and language of others, in my view, 
amounts to an impeachment of the divine love. It 
militates againſt the pureſt doctrines of grace, and 
ſuggeſts the moſt . ideas. of the divinc 
character. w CHI. 2 


2. We infer hands 1 kent! love of God, that 
che plan of redemption is general, and applicable to 


3 ; The ſtate of all mankind. That the whole race ” 8; 


fallen 
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C 
talen Adam ure, by nature, of by virtue of their re- 
lation to nim and the general corruption derived 
from him, perfectly equal, in a moral ſenſe, is a 
point, a fact, which wil not be conttoverted. bg 
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One of his deſcendants could not have been a more 
worthy obj ect of redeeming love than another. Any 
plan, therefore, which might render the redemption 
of one conſiſtent with the juſtice and holineſs of 
God, would be equally applicable to the ſtate of. an- 
qther. * The pla of redemption, therefore, muſt 
have been deſigned for, and applicable to, the ate” 
| of all; ; unlels it be admitted, contrary to truth and 
reaſon, that the love i in. which it originated is partial 
in its operations. For the Juſtice and holineſs of 


right to affirm) would admit the. redemption of C4 
as well as of another, .: and of all as well as of one; 
unleſs we lime, the merit and | efficacy 0 of the ranſor 
paid by the Saviour: .. | CE He eee, | 


74 Reaſoning from love, wick is an eſſential perfec-. 
tion of the divine nature, the'concluſion-is, that all 
mankind are put into a /alvable' ſtate,'by Chriſt, the 
ſecond Adam, in whom all may be made alive; This 
1 f with ſeveral expreſs declarations-of ſcrips 

It is, indeed, denied by ſome: And which 
<a he doctrines ot © the goſpel of the grace of God 
NI a; „ 


| K 21 1 . 
hath not been denied? There is ho one, perha 
mere clearly and fully aſſerted than this, That 0 God 
ſo loved the world,” not a part of it only, that e 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him right not periſh, but have everlaſting life ; * 
that „by the grace of God Chriſt taſted death for 
every an; and that he * is the propitiation for the 
fins of the whole world. From ſuch paſſages, and 

che acknowledged perfections of Deity; his love par- 
ticularly, we infer the preſent Jalvable ſtate of tnan⸗ 


kind in genkrat; not chat they Hill be the Heirs e 
glory before they become Partaterr of bi bol | 
but that they may, through grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 


become holy on earth, and 8 000 1 tn 


_ 818 "24 Li 4 1453 ? 5 


* Ther che We condemnation and puniſh- 
[1 of  impenitent. ſingers v will. b be the natural and 
| juſt conſequence of their abuſe of redeeming le love and 
grace; and not the. effect, of eternal reprobating 
wrath and diſpleaſure, b Which it is rendered in 


of atonement. 12 


X's > 80 
3-34 4 4 


It is wrong to infer a the love, or benevolence, 
of Deity, that the wicked and impenitent ſhall not 


be the ſubjects of ſuture puniſument. Their puniſh- 
ment will not be the effect of any thing which hath | 
8 e the 
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-the appearance of. maleyolence, or delight in their 


miſery. But the love of God will harmonize with 


his juſtice and holineſs, which require the puniſh- 
ment of obſtinate offenders, Who will not yield to 
the endearments of his love and grace; and which 


will determine who are the qualified ſubjects of his 


* heavenly kingdom, : n at ds "YO 


41 — 


The ſuppoſition hut God abſolucely oo 


tically wills, . nfluentially,. the happineſs of one, 


and the miſery of another, when both are alike wor- 


thy, or rather unworthy, is repugnant. to every idea 
_ of the love and juſtice we aſcribe to him. If it be 


faid this is an act of the divine ſovereignty, to which 
we ought humbly to ſubmit, without queſtioning the 
goodneſs. or juſtice of it; I would obſerve, That it. 
yet remains to be proved, chat God exerciſes his ſov- 


ereignty in ſuch a manner. We, Who are but duſt, 
; ſhould be all ſubmiſſion. to the Father of our ſpirits, 


acknowledge his lovereignty, and adore him in all 


His works—in things which, we cannot comprehend. 
But we "ought to confi der him as wiſe, holy, A 


and good, in the exerciſe of his ſovereignty ; and 5 
not borrow our ideas of it from the conduct of earth- 


iy tyrants, who have been the enemies of God, and 


the ſcourges of the human race. There is no neceſ- 
ſity of ſaying, that God muſt abſolutely exert his 


ſovereignty to make his creatures miſerablt in order 
0 1 W e to 


0 


ws | 


: 8 + 
ko prove that he poſſeſſes | unlimited power and d 


minion. The poſſeſſion of power, or ſovereignty, 
and the exertion of it, for a given purpoſe, are diſ- 
tint tffings. And he is not juſtly chargeable with 
denying and oppoſing the ſovereignty of God, who 
3 not convinced that it is exerciſed in determining 
the final ſtate of mankind without any regard to their 
temper and conduct; or in producing ſinful voli- 
tions and actions, and then awarding puniſhment to 

the creatures in whom they are found. We may 
ſubmit to and adore the ſovereignty of God, without 
ſuppbſing it to be exerciſed in a way, and for pur- 
poſes, which, in our ſerious apprehenſion, are con- 
ſiſtent neither with wiſdom, goodneſs, nor juſtice. 
Unleſs there is ſome moral difference foreſeen be- 
tween him who is choſen to everlaſting life, and him 
who is reprobated to future ' miſery ; where is the 
wiſdom of the choice? It is very little better to 
deny, or impeach, the wiſdom of God, than it is to 
withhold our praife and acknowledgment of his oth- 
er attributes. But what room is there for the exer- 
ciſe of wiſdom, in chuſing one out of a number of 
perfectly equal objects? Set before à perſon any 
number of ſuch equal objects, and can he diſcover 
the leaſt wiſdom in taking one rather than another ? 
Let reaſon and common ſenſe decide. And may 
we not, with proper reverence, p 18 ſame rea- 
. ſoning 


22 
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po 


nei requires that ſinners ſhould be ſeparated from 


nature of things, 


24 ] 


t 


ſoning to the divine conduct in chuſing or repro- 


bating mankind ? : If there is no difference between 
one and another, can wiſdom direct to the choice of 


one, rather than of another? Some difference in 


the characters of the objects muſt be ſuppoſed. Wiſe 
dom diſcovers this difference, and accordingly directs 


the choice. According to the real moral difference 
among mankind, God will determine their future 
ſtate, at the great day ot accounts. Abuſing his 


love and grace will render them obnoxtous to his 
juſtice, and fit ſubjects: of puniſhment. His holi- 


him ; but not that he ſhould make men ſinners that 
he may have objects of diſpleaſure and wratb. 
Thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, which ſpeak of God's 
hating the workers - of iniquity, and of his pouring his 
wrath and indignation upon them, I humbly conceive; 
are deſigned to repreſent the purity and rectitude of 
the divine nature, and ta ſhow that ſinners are ob- 
noxious. to his juſtice, which he will magnify ; op- 
poſed to his holineſs, and, therefore; cannot, in the 
be the objects of his complaceney. 
with abhorrence and deteſtation. Hut it is, at leaſt 
in my view, extremely wrong to repreſent the God 
of love as hateful towards any of his creatures, and 
as * ſehenies/in riby counſels of his own mind, 
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to involve them. rd in guilt, and ah in miſery. , 
Love is as moch a part of his character in juſtice; 

and hath been as clearly and fully maniſeſted, par- 
tieulaxly in the ſedemption wrought: out by Chriſt, | 
and by his gn declaration, that he delighteth not in . 
the- death of the famer; but bad rather be would turn and £ 4s 
liveiz and that he world have all men to be curl 1 


Hk hach tuadé rich and ARS F! : proviſion on for the, _ 
retbvery- and happineſs of all, who believe and d obey. 
If Ah fuſe life" on. | thele' cab e and d delpiſe 
the office 5 love ot God, they muſt, fall into the 
halide of ju ice, and ſuffer according t to their folly. 
1 Nbr is i ina” or a reflection on the” at- 
11 tribute of lode „hleß bart | ith juſtice — 4 1 
halines. The attribute of” Ide will be j uſtified | "00 
againſt every impeachment, when, at the great day 
ok retribution, juſtice and holineſs conſign over to 
a ſtate ofgganithrizant all the impenitent workers of 
injquity. But could this be ſaid, if we admit ſuch a 
3 partial plan of "redemption as 'ithplies an abſolute 
| impoſſibilſty that thoſe, who are the ſubjects bf chis 1 
Puniſhment, ſhould have beth benefited by it? Or 1 
if we ſuppoſe the mere will bf Deity, without the 
leaſt Mpgard to their temper and actions, in what is 
called à ſtare' of probation, hath abſolutely deter- 
mined their choice, and fixed Eat future tate? 
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improvement of it. : | The abuſe or neglect. of it, 


15 
. 
? 


_ — nn A 2 
K * 


„ 1 n 
a G ] 
are ibiifed; and Juſtice demands the hte of - 


ſuch an offender. But juſtice admits the ſalvation ' 


of one, and requires the puniſhment of another, for 
no other reaſon than this, becauſe there is really a 
moral difference between them; love and grace have 
produced different effects in their hearts and lives. 
This difference does not, #eteſſarily, ariſe from the 
clecting love and reprobating wrath of Deity ; but 

from a right improvement, or perverſe uſe, of ur 

moral Powers, and of the grace, that is given us. 
By grace we are to be faved; bur not vichouſyhe.- | 
acting i in oppoſition, to the. love of God, manifeſted, 

by the plan of redemprion, and calling on his  juſe... Tr 


tice to dif) play itſelf i in our futur condemnation and 
puniſhment. 87 77 1 


It, therefore, 1 555 1 18 2 00 1 
of their own in, and, conſequentiy, of | their own 7 
miſery z and that their future puniſhment, according; . 
to their obſtinacy and the aggravations of their guilt, 
is perfectly conſiſtent with the attribute hof love. 


We are not to account ſox it by aſcribing a malevo- 


lent diſpoſition to a Wi and holy God, Who is 
eſſentially love. ito Hats WOT 1. 4685 [3 84 2 = nn 
Let us Heriouſly eee the e perſec- 


tions, particular ly that eſſential love, Which runs 
4 through the works of creation, providence, and re- 


demption, 
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 Yemption; and which now holds out the offers of 
eternal ſalvation to all; and may we be careful to 
form our own tempers and conduct according to the 
model given us in the holy ſcripture: Having the 
moſt exalted conceptions and honorable ideas of the 
Majeſty of heaven, let us walk every one in the name 
bis God, | glorify Him by: obedience to his will, 


and conformity to his moral perfections; and may 


we be made perfect in love; the everlaſting objects 
of the divine complacency ; the qualified eee of 
his heavenly and eternal kingdom. 
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